Unnatural Father 


on rus 3. 


PERSECUTED Son. 


BEING 


A Candid Naxrarivz of the moſt unparrels 
lelled Sufferings of RopzxT NuGeNT, . 


Jun" by the Means and Procurement of 221i] 


his own F ather, © 


- War by Himſelf, 


And earneſtly recommended to the N of all 


thoſe whoſe Goodneſs gives them the Inclina- 
tion to alleviate thę Diſtreſſes of their Fellow- 


Creatures, and are bleſt with the Means, 
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THE 


Unnatural F acer, 


OK: TH E 
ee Son. 


INCE the Actions of, A Are 
- 5 the ſtrongeſt Demonſtrations of 
= 8 the Virtue or Depravity of the 

SOD PI Mind, it is with ſenſible) Con: 
cern, and great Reluctance, I find myſelf 
obliged to diſplay. to the World, the moſt 
UNNATURAL PARENT, perhaps: ever, heard 
of in theſe Kingdoms. A Taſt ſo extremes 
ly diſagreeable to me, that eould I have ob- 
tained but a diſtant Proſpect of a Period to 
my Sufferings, I ſhould readily have declined 


B enter- 


Pu; [4 1 
Ty entertaining hb Publick -with my Tragical 


Soy, and endeavoured a Submiſſion to my 


heavy AMictions. But! finding arr Im- 
portunities for a Mitigation of my Miſeries, 
totally unavailing, on the contrary every Act 
of Cruelty and Revenge Inhumanity can in- 
fuſe, or the blackeſt Malice inſpire, continu- 
ed againſt me with unremitted Sway, the 
Juſtice I owe myſelf, and Mankind in gene- 
ral, calls loudly upon me for an Eclairciſſe- 
ment of this unhappy Affair; leſt my longer 
Silence ſubject me to a Suſpicion of having 
! Crimes meriting ſuch Treatment. 


For theſe Reaſons, I flatter TY the 
Publick will be fo candid, I need not farther 
apologize for this Proceeding, nor deſpair of 
a generous Compaſſion adequate to the ex- 


| rs a ns os of MY Cast. 


x 


"F'S#ALL alſo beg [hve to add, chat as 
my Intention is merely to lay before the 
World (with the ſtricteſt Regard to Truth) 
a Narrative of my Oppreſſions, I ſhall be 


little anxious about the Stile or Method, 
un that not being in a Capacity te pay 
for 


„ 


441 


for Embelliſhments (nor indeed of Opinion 25 5 


Truth needs any) will 8 10D wy 


Excuſe. 


As to the melancholy Affair from 180 
derived my Being, ſo fatal to the Honour 


of my Mother and her Family; ſo unpar- 


donable in my Father; and ſo lamentable in 
its Conſequences with Reſpect to myſelf, as 
it is too long, as well as too mournful for a 
Son's Recital, over that let a Veil be drawn. 
Suffice it that I am the unfortunate Son of 
R----f N----t, Eſq; M----r of Pt, Ge. 
Sc. by his firſt Couſin, Miſs Clare Nugent, 
Daughter of a Gentleman in Ireland, of 
2500 l. per Annum, my Father afterwards 
married Lady A----a PI. tt, Daughter of 
Lord F-----/}, by whom he has a Son now 
alſo living, (a cloſe Copier of my inhuman 
Oppreflor, and of whom remarkable Mention 
will hereafter be made.) My Father's preſent . 
Lady was Sifter of the late $-----y C----gs, 


who I muſt do that Juſtice to ſay, ſhe poſ- 


ſeſſes every amiable Quality, and to whom I 


muſt acknowledge myfelf under the Cn 
2 


B 2 — 


[6] 

- I was born in the Pariſh of St. Ghent 85 
Honover-Square, in the County of Mzadleſex, 
in the Year 1730, but as the Circumſtances 


that attended my Infancy, are not very tnate- 


rjal to relate, nor being capable of rehearſing - 


them from my own Knowledge, I ſhall pro- 
ceed by, obſerving, that I received Part of 


my Education, at Mr. Fagen's Academy in 
the City of Dublin, by my Father's Direction, 
and at his Expence ; but the Diſtraction oc- | 


caſioned in my Mother's Family, by the ever 
to be lamented Misfortune, of which I am 


the unhappy Offspring, and the Reſentment 


my Father had thereby drawn upon himſelf, 
giving juſt Reaſon to apprehend JI might fall 
an innocent Sacrifice to the growing Animo- 
fity, when I was about twelve Years of Age, 
my Grandfather, Capt. Michael N, be- 
ing no Stranger to my Father's Diſpoſition, 
and looking with an Eye of Commiſeration 
upon my truly precarious and pitiable Condi- 
tion, became particularly ſolicitous for my fu- 
ture Welfare, and falling ſick, and from the 
Nature of his Indiſpoſition, much doubting 
his Recovery, he called upon my Father for 
Aſſurance that he would make a ſuitable Pro 
viſion 


— — —tᷣ a ut, % 


141 
viſion for me, otherwiſe he would do it him- 
ſelf; when my Father proteſting in the moſt 
ſolemn Manner, that he would in every Reſ- 
pect anſwer his ſanguine Inclinations, my 
Grandfather confided therein, and dying ſoon 


after, left me nothing. 


It * not long before my Grandmother 
(his Relict) followed him, but on her Death 
Bed at Bath, labouring under equal Concern 
on my Account, and imagining it might be 
conducive to my future Happineſs, to remind 
my Father of his ſolemn Engagements to 
her deceaſed Huſband, and to join her own 
Intreaties, ſhe, in the Preſence of Miſs Peggy 
NM, my Father's Siſter (and to whom I 
here appeal) earneſtly beſought him with her 
lateſt Breath to fulfil ſuch his Engagement 


to his deceaſed Father, and to make a proper 


Proviſion for me, which in his Siſter's Hear- 
ing, he gave reiterated Aſſurances he would 


moſt punctually perform. But alas! how far 
he did, the Sequel will demonſtrate. 


Upon the Deceaſe of my Gd and 
ee, my Mother's Relations (by 
whom 


[8] 
whom TI had then been ſome Time ſupport- 


ed) ſent me over in the Year 1748, to my 


Father in England, to reap the Benefit of his 


ſolemn Engagements, but not knowing what 
Kind of Reception I might meet with, my 


Gentleman, furniſhed me with a Certificate 
to the following EffeR. 


7 do hereby Certify, that Robert Nugent, | 


the Bearer, is the real Son of Rt N-=--t, 


Eſq; of Gos---1d in the County of Eflex, as 


witneſs my Hand. 
| CLARE BRIIX. 
Witneſs Elinor Dardis. 


Tr1s Certificate my Mother ſigned as a- 
bove, in the Preſence of the Witneſs menti- 
oned, who was her Servant. 


As ſoon as I came to London, I waited on 
my Father, flattering myſelf with a kind Re- 
ception ; but how apt are Youth to err, when 
abandoned to their own Judgment unaided 


by cool Reaſon ! I no ſooner preſented myſelf : 


than J produced the Certificate, which in the 
greateſt 


Mother, who was then married to another 


greateſt Rage he inſtantly tore from me and 
deſtroyed; and treated me with an Air of the 
greateſt Indifterence : - At length, he made 
me an Offer of going to Sea, though that 
very coolly, and with ſeeming Reluctance; 
this Propoſal however, coming from my Fa- 
ther, I thought it my. Duty to accept wath 
Cheerfulneſs, though it was to act in the mean 
Capacity of Captain's Servant, in which Sta- 
tion T accordingly embarked on board his Ma- 
jeſty's Ship Windſor, Capt. Thomas Hanuay, 
not in the leaſt doubting from iny Father's 
affluent Fortune, I n all We be 
. _— NIE + 040 | 


| Wrrn this Perſudfion,! 1 * * of 
1 my Father, who as à freſſi Proof of his Af - 
a fection, gave me Five Shillings, and ordered 
| me'a few Neceſlaries, but not half the Com- 
pliment uſual on ſuch Oocaſions, and which 
" would have proved quite inſufficient, had it 
not been for the Generoſity and Kindneſs of 
a the Captain, who out of Compaſſion, - ord: 
en ed his own Taylor to furniſh me with what 
1f | was further requiſite. | 


T 


— * 52 


ſt | ON 


On my Return to England, at the Con- 
cluſion of the late General Peace, being diſ- 
charged from my Ship, and deſirous of giv- 
ing the moſt early Teſtimonies of my Duty 
and Obedience, T waited upon my Father, 
and preſented him with my Letter of Attor- 
ney, to receive my Prize-Money (which a- 
mounted to a conſiderable Sum) and fre- 
quently on my future Viſits, humbly intreat- 
ed him to make ſome other Proviſion for me. 


Soost Time after, my Father informed me 
he had procured me a Birth in the Honoura- 
ble Eaſt-India Company's Service, which he 
called a Lieutenant of an India Craft, and 
upon which Station, he ſaid I was immedi- 
ately to enter; but ſeveral Circumſtances 
vhich had latterly occurred, giving me noſmall 

Reaſon to ſuſpect the Integrity of my Father's 
Intentions, and ſtrongly pointing out to me 
the Neceſſity of the greateſt Circumſpection, 
1 had Recourſe to the Advice of Friends, 
who recommended to me an Enquiry into the 
Nature of ſuch Station, and the Reality of 
my Father's having procured it tor me. 


* 


AccoR- 


— — — . — 


' p » ., 
AccoRDINGLY I made Application to 


on 
iſ- ſome- Gentlemen in the India Houſe; and 
- quickly found the Prudence of ſuch Precau- 
ity tion, being informed I was to be inrolled by 
er, the fictitious Name of :T homas i Plunkett, and 
or- in no other Station than that of Captain's Serr 
a- vant, as before. Good God ! what Pen can 
re- paint my great Aſtoniſhment at the Diſcove- 
at- ry of ſo dark a Deſign in my own Father, 
ne. Words cannot figure the Horror of my Mind, 
| for what had I not to apprehend from ſo ſuſ- 
me picious a Circumſtance ? But alas! this wag 
ra- but the Prologue to ſuch a Scene of Inhu- 
he manity, as no Chriſtian Ear can hear with- 
and out Amazement, or Story parallel. The 
di- Rtrange Name of Plunkett, occaſioned the 
Cos greateſt Confuſion in my Breaſt, A Name 1 
aal never had aſſumed, but on the contrary, Was 
er s an utter Stranger to it, except that it was the 
me Maiden Name of my Father's firſt Lady. 
On, a 5 * 
ids, HOw EVER, I determined to conceal my 
the Apprehenſions as much as poſſible, and only 
of expreſs my Averſion to the Voyage, and in 
the moſt humble Manner intreat he would 
be pleaſed to make ſome other Proviſion fer 
OR- l * me; 


[2] 
me; but anding my Father inflexible in his 


Reſolution, and that I could promiſe myſelf 


but ſmall Succeſs from my Intreaties, I plain- 
ly acquainted him with my whole Tranſaction 
at the India Houſe, and the Information 1 
had received. 


STuxG at this Diſcovery, and looking up- 
on his Deſigns, at leaſt for that Time, fruſ- 
_ trated, he burſt out into the extremeſt Rage; 
denounced Vengeance againſt me for my Diſ- 
obedience (as he termed it) baniſhed me his 
Preſence, and charged me to approach him, 
or his Houſe no more at my Peril. As ſoon 
as I had a little recovered myſelf from the 
Confuſion I was plunged in at this hard Sen- 


tence, I beſought him to let me have Part of 
my Prize Money for my Subſiſtence, but that 


he denied alſo; ſaying it was inſufficient to re- 


pay him the Expences he had been at in 


training me up. Thus become at once Pa- 
rentleſs, Friendleſs and Pennyleſs; expoſed 


to the wide World; beſet with Ills and co- 
vered with Misfortunes; drove by a Torrent 


of Diſtreſs ; what could I do? I had heard that 
his late Royal Highneſs the Prince of ales, 
though 


Wi 


though placed above the Calamities and Dil. 


treſſes of Human Nature in its ordinary 8 phere, 


had a Heart that felt for every Thing that it 
knew felt for itſelf; to him (my Father being 


then Steward of his Houſhold) I determined 
moſt humbly addreſſing myſelf; and laying m 


Diſttreſſes at his Highneſs's Feet, which accor- * 


dingly I did; when his Royal Highneſs upon 


Enquiry into the Truth of my Caſe, was moſt 


graciouſly pleaſed to order me an immediate 


Supply, and alſo condeſcended to lay his Com- 


mands upon my Father, to provide forme: as in 
Duty he ought : But my Father was ſo high- 
ly incenſed at this Application, that regardleſs 


of his Royal Injunctions, he procured a War- 


rant againſt me from the late Mr. Juſtice Field 
ing, on which I was apprehended as a Va- 
grant, and carried before that Gentleman. 


\ 

/ | 
_— N 
| 
1 


Wurm I came to the Juſtice's Houſe, and 


he was acquainted with it, he informed my 
Father (then preſent) who replied, © Twas 


very well” The Juſtice then would have 


had me immediately brought in, but that my 
Father oppoſed, till he had firſt conferred 
with him, At Length being ordered Ad- 

Ws miittance, 


rig] 

mittance; I was thus addreſſed by his Wor- 
ſhip. * Ho came you, Sir, to trouble this 
Gentleman? I replied, He was my 


Futber, and I hoped he would do ſome- 


e thing for me.“ Whereupon, turning to 
the Juſtice; my Father ſaid, Sir, you had. 
better ſend the Fellow to Bridewell, than 


ebe troubled with his Impertinence. Ter⸗ 


rified with the Dread of a Priſon, I burſt into 
Tears, and offered to comply with any Thing 
that ſhould be propoſed, would my Father 


but in ſome Sort provide for me. At this 


the Juſtice ſeemed to be moved, and expreſſed 
ſome Signs of Lenity, and the whole Tenor 
of my Father's Conduct towards me (which 
I fully related) appearing perfectly ſhameful, 
the Juſtice and ſeveral Gentlemen then pre- 
ſent, generouſly became Interceſſors with my 


Father in my Behalf, upon which he pro- 


poſed givirig me Ten Pounds, upon Condi- 
tion I would go immediately to Jre/and, where 
he agreed to remit me Ten Pounds annually, 


for my Support, for Four Years then to 
come; But that I ſhould inſtuntly execute a 


Bond for the whole Fifty Pounds. To this 
1 nen received the Ten Pounds, and ex- 


ecuted 


Lens) 
ecuted the Bond, in the Penalty of One Hun- 


dred Pounds, with a ſpecial Covenant for my 


immediate Departure. But here I Was a ſe- 
cond Time amazed to find myſelf obliged t to 
fign the borrowed N ame of Thomas Plunkett*, 
the firſt Inſtance of my having ever taken 
that or any other N ame than R-? Meret, 


the Reaſons for which in this Caſe, __ Fa- 


ther beſt knows. 


\ 


BrIxG * thts Wen delrered from 12 
Warrant, purſuant to the Engagement, in a 


few Days I embarked for Ireland, comfort- | 


ing myſelf with Hopes of a better F. ortune, 
and that by my Induſtry. in ſome Buſineſs or 
other, I might be able to procure. a decent 
Support, the aforeſaid, Allowance, had it been 


paid me, being barely ſufficient to N me 
from . | 


ON my 55 in Treland, I 0 
addreſſed myſelf to all thoſe from whoſe Ge- 
neroſity or Compaſſion I could hope the leaſt 


F. avour or Aſſiſtance; I informed them of 
my 


1 had ſigned R----t N----t, which my Father 


ſtruck out. 


. 
- 
— 4 
ͤ— 
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[16 ] 


my earneſt Deſire of entering into ſome Bu- 


ſineſs, and it was no ſmall Confoletiow to me, 
fo find my Intention approved ; and amon g 
others, the Hon. Col. Mac Guire in particu- 
lar, (ready to aſſiſt me in paving out a Way 


to get the better of my Misfortunes) became 


a. conſiderable Benefactor. 


In about a Fortnight's Time I ſettled my- 


ſelf in a Shop, in the Buſineſs of a Grocer 
in Dame Street, in the City of Dublin, and 
being thus placed behind the Compter, my 
Thoughts began to ſtream in a different Cur- 
rent, I flattered myſelf by an aſſiduous Ap- 
plication, to have acquired a comfortable Sup- 
port, not doubting but Abſence, and the in- 
fignificant Charge I ſhould now be to my 
Father (was he to perform his Engagement 
in the annual Allowance) might rid me of 
all Apprehenſions, for the future, of further 
Cruelty at his Hands. And who would not 


have been of the ſame Opinion? But how 


inſatiable is a perſecuting Spirit. No Teſti- 
monies of an induſtrious Diſpoſition, and a 


Deſire of becoming able to do for myſelf, 
could protect me from my Father's reſtleſs 


. Malice, 


—_= 

Malice, which now began its rapid Progreſs ; 
for the Bond executed before the Juſtice, in 
London, was in Dublin as ſoon as myſelf, and 
in Three Weeks after I was ſettled in Buſi- 
neſs, was put in Suit againſt me for the whole 
Fifty Pounds, (Ten Pounds of which I had 
only received.) On this I was dragged by two 
Bailiffs to the Black Dog Priſon, in the moſt 
inhuman Manner, not being permitted to ſhut 
up my Shop, or even to take the little Mo- 
ney I then had in my Till. | 


In this Gaol I remained Eight Months im- 


mured, in a moſt deſtitute Condition, nat 


one Glimpſe of Hope appearing to my Re- 
lief, when it pleaſed the merciful Diſpoſer of 


all Events, to inſpire the Hearts of a noble 


Earl, and the Hon. Miſs Fofter, to look 
down with Compaſſion upon one thus over- 
whelmed in an Abyſs of Miſery, who moſt 
generouſly enabled me to bail the Action; 


Jof which Intention I no ſooner gave Notice 
(according to the Courſe of Law) to Mr. 


Br--dy my Father's Attorney, than he, in 
Order the more effectually to oppreſs the Op- 
preſſed, charged me with a ſecond Action of 

_ One 


f 


[18] 

One Hundred Pounds, (the Penalty” of #6 | 
fame Bond) fondly imagining, though I might 
find Bail for Fifty Pounds, I could not for 
One Hundred and Fifty : But this was too 
flagrant a Cruelty, to deter my generous 
Friends from their charitable Defign, who 
perſiſting ; in their compaſſionate Reſolutions, 
IJ was by their Means once more reſtored to 


Liberty. 


0 | ABouT Two Days after my Releaſe from 
it Conſinement, I accidentally met Mr. Robert 
| N t, my Father's Agent, at the Globe 
li Coffee Houſe in Dublin, with whom I re- 
þ monſtrated on my Father s Proceedings againſt 
me, and the unparalleled Cruelty of throw- 
| ing me out of Buſineſs when I was in a Ca- 
pacity of having done for myſelf, and ceaſed 
all further Application, to him; and my be- 
ing then (though out of Priſon) ſtill deſtitute 

of every Means of Support. | 


* 


. , .. ̃] ²gwõ... ]⅛ß—d³ĩ˙ VA ˙ w 


5 2 Is Gentleman ſeeing me at Liberty, and 
ſenſible, ſhould I conteſt that Bond on which 
J had been detained, 1 ſhould certainly ſuc 


ceed, and imagining he could not better re 
n commend 


- 0 => 
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from 
Heri 
Globe 
J re- 
zainſt 
TOW- 


then there; and was Hkewiſe tn 


( 29 ] 
commend myſelf to my Father's Eſteem (be- 
ing no Stranger to his-cruel\Diſpojtion )-thian 
by diſplaying his Art i in contriving ſome fur- 
ther Means of © R meg n the 
following Met 01% DAG & 
3% wt —_— 
"Hy eeted a Ho Cohen at my Sutter. 
ing „ and made me a voluntary Offer af "his 
utmoſt Services, confeſſed che Treatment I 
had met with was really hard; and expreſſed 


an Inclination to afliſt me with a Sum of Mo- 


ney, could he but form to himſelf '# Proba- 
bility of being repaid: And at length faid| 
he would venture to advance me Ten Pune 
and run the Riſque;: but I replied chat Sum 
would be of no Set vice to me; Nhat I oed 
forte ſmall Matters I was deſitous of paying; 
intended to Embark for © Bryfo/7? in Order tb 
intreat the Adviee and Aſſiſtancę of ty 

ther, Mr. EM -H Mr, e I Heard ws 
great Want 
of Apparel; therefore leſs than TwentyPdunds 
would not anſwer my Ends. With little Pet. 
ſuafion; this po er and lumen . 
complied. N 8 | — 1 


| 1 Gl 


Nor 


« N 8 Lo 
. 0 


+ P 


% p 
$ : EY 4 * - " pg tr 
' * #F + & 4 5 „„ „ C * 
» 


2010 23 D 6 


1 
Nor ſuſpecting his Deũgn, and labouring, 
** the greateſt Anxiety of Mind, as well | 
as the moſt pinching Neceflity, I was induced 
to accept this pernicious. Offer, and executed 
2 Bond for the fame, in which he inſerted a 
Penalty of One Thouſand Pounds ; and which 
Bond he immediately tranſmitted to England 
to my Father, to be ready for the intended 
Purpoſe. (of immuring me Again. in a Briſa) 
at his Pleaduce, tis. 5 


II . 


| Wh 

=_ - "Sid non this Tn pad my few | 

ij Debts, and provided myſelf with ſome Ne- 
| ceſſaries, I embarked for Brifo/, and on my 


| | 
lf. Arrival thete, waited on my Brother, to whom 


i I related my Sufferings, and intreated his good 15 
| Offices: with my Father, for obtaining me a 

Reſtoration, to his Favour, not being conſci- 1 
j ous of having otherwiſe forfeited it, than by 15 
declining! his Proppſal to go to the. Eęſt-In- By 


| dies; aud by petitioning his Royal Highneſs, Pa 
the: Prince of 'Wales, in my great Diſtreſs, 1 
| And that if theſe were Crimes, they were ſuch of 
only, as real Diſtreſs had occafioned; though 
I had been perſecuted for them with 1 15 _ 
leſs F ury; therefore earneſtly hoped «<< 


ha ws 
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« Brother's Sufferings would find a Brother's 
« Pity.” But alas! how greatly was I diſ- 
appointed! Pity and Compaſſion were ba- 

niſhed his Breaſt, and he appeared perfectly 


eſtranged to tlie common Principles of Hu- 


manity. He lent me a Guinea, upon giving 
him my Note for it, but the very next Poſt 
wrote an Account to my Father in London, 
of my Arrival there, who immediately tranſ- 
mitted to Br -I, the Bond he had received 
from Ireland, with a- Writ thereon, - againſt 
me for the Penalty of One Thouſand Pounds, 
and the Cup of my Afflictions not being by 
him thought full enough, another Gaol was | 
now to be my Portion. > 81 


Bur as if my being conducted to Gaol in 
the ordinary Manner was not enough to fa» 
tisfy ſuch unaccountable Malice, my. good 
Brother, willing to recommend himſelf to my 
Father by ſome diſtinguiſhing Act of Inhu- 
manity, condeſcended to perform the Office 
of a Bailiff*s Follower. He appointed me to 
meet him at the Hot Wells, treated me: with 
a Diſh of Coffee, and Judas-like: betrayed 
me into the Hands of thoſe Vultures of the 
D 2 Law 


L221 

Law, one of which immediately preſented a 
Piſtol to my Head, whilſt this Manſfer in 
Mature {Brother I can no longer call him) 
Saur AK b out, Tale the Fellow away, take him 
2 and eee J was "conflucd to 

y e I Berame once more immerſed in 
the greateſt Diſtreſs, not having the leaſt Al- 
Jowance for Support; ſo that I ſhould: inevita- 
bly have periſhed for Want, had not ſuch an- 
| | precedented Cruelty taken Wind, and excited the 
| Compaſſion of the Charitable and Humane: 
| And among many others, I here moſt humbly 
lf beg Leave to return my moſt grateful Ac- 
knowledgements and Thanks to Her Royal 
Highneſs the Princeſs Dowager of Wales, who 
out of her Princely Clemency, grapiouſſy con- 
deſcended to ſend me a ſeaſonable Bounty: 
To Ravwland Pitt, Eſq; of the City of Gloucęſ- 
Ter, for his frequent Favours: And te Mrs, 
Owen, a Widow Lady of Fortune in the ſame 
City, who not only cloathed me when 1 
was almoſt naked; fed me when I was hun- 
gry ; but became a generous Interceſſor with 
| TTY: arg? 10 my 


—— * 
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Wretchedneſs in this melancholy. 
near Eight Months, and the General Elec» 
tion for Members coming on; my Father, 
who intended to apptar a Candidate for tlie 
C--y.of B- -=, apprehending ſuch a Scene 
of continued Tyranny to his 0wn'Soxn, would 
be no. Ways favourable to him at ſo critical a 
Juncture, and not caring to have ſuch Bar- 
barities laid open to the World, thought it 
neceſſary to form another Plan, and inſtead of 
ſtarving me in a Priſon, to procure me to be 


tranſported abroad (which black Deſign was 


by the merciful Interpoſition of Providence ren- 


dered abortive, by my timely Eſcape at the very 


Juncture all Things were in Readineſs to car- 


ry it into Execution, as will be related pre- 
ſently.) But to return to my Diſcharge from 


Gloucefler Gaol : A Bond with a Warrant of 
Attorney to confeſs a Judgment in the Penalty 
of Six Hundred and Twenty Pounds, pay- 


able to my Father (with a ſpecial Covenant 
55 7 A 1 POR . bs NE. to 
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to indent myſelf to go abroad for ſeveral Vears) 
were tranſmitted by Mr. C--x my Father 
London Solicitor, to Glouceſter, and forwarded 
mein that Caſtle of Faminewith a generous Offer 
of my Liberty once more, provided I would 
execute the fame, by the favourite fictitious 


Name of Thomas Plunkett. This was but cold 


Comfort, being till uncertain as to my deſ- 
tined Fate, but being in no Capacity to cope 
with.fo powerful an Adverſary, wearied of be- 
ing thus immured in Gaols, I determined to 
get-my Liberty at any Rate, and embrace the 
earlieſt Opportunity of making my Eſcape to 


France, where my Mother's own Brother, 


Ignatius Nr, Eſq; is a General of Horſe, 


to whom I purpoſed relating my Sufferings, 


and doubted not finding a kind Reception, 
at leaſt an Aſylum, from ſuch intolerable Per- 
ſecutions. 


 AccorDINGLY I acquieſced with the Pro- 
poſal, and was promiſed to be fitted out with 
Apparel to the Amount of Twenty-five 
Pounds (though the only Articles I received 
was a Coat and Pair of Breeches) But as it 
was judged proper to have an Attorney pre- 


ſent 


[ 25 } 
ſent on my Part, in Order torender their Pitt 
leq jy <<<dings the more effectual in Law, one Mr. 
fer Den Gentleman of the Law in that City, 
na (but of fair Character) was pitched upon toract 
in that Capacity, which he at firſt ſtrenuouſly 


ig oppoſedy declaring from his Knowledge of 
leb. be Affair, it was a vile TranſQtiob 31 biitthe 


be. Conſent, and putting the 4 Face upon tlũs 
12 bad Cauſe, at length found Means to prevail 
the upon him to do it; though. Mr. Ren. Nemings, 

-th the, Gaoler, could by no Means be\preyailed 
ner, pon to witneſs what he called ſo, auiquetons:a 


le, P roceeding by this Means 1 once more tu rned : 


my Back on a! Priſons, though with a Mind 
a perfect Chaos, from the Information I had 
received: of the Plot laid for me, hieh Lear 
Peeſtly heſought the merciful; Diſpoſer of all 

Events, to deliver me from. My Deſign of 
going to my Uncle, I had communũcated to 
my Brother, Hh (from the Malignity of his 
Heart) had carefully ſent Word of it to m 
Father, and he, ſenſible how! greatly ald my 


* other's Family reſented: the Difhonour le 


ad brought upon her and them, Which had 
ent PPelled him Veland, he e by no Means 
| reliſh 


Agent on, behalf of my Father, urging ] 


— 
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reliſh that Thought; and therefore Mr. Shes 
riff) H. of | Briftol,- was commiſſioned to 

conduct the new! Scheme; and for that End 
he appointed his own Servant James Prin, 
to get me on Board the Somer ſor, Capt! D cc 
chen lying in Kingroud, bound to Famaird, 
of which Mr. Sheriff was himfelf Owner: 
This Naas Pro--n, was to keep me driuth 
þ all 'the Time from my firſt ſetting out from 
i -  Ghaceſter, and for his Aſſiſtants in this mer 
ciful \Procceding, he had a Sheriff's Officer, 
one Gra =; and Caleb L-pp-o, But un. 
luckily Capt. Z---5 ſet Sail before my Ari. 
|| val, though that was not a Circumſtance that 
1 would put them out of their Byaſs: [Another 
| | was ſoon provided, one Gru, à Purveyot 
| of Tranſports,” hd rather than 'diſappothi 
ſo: Piour a Deſign, engaged to ſend ſome e 
| his Larils (as he termed them) to condud 
| me on-Board:one ofthe Tranſport, and in 
| his great Huniunity; intended to. fend me! il 
| ſuch. But as Providence would Have it, 
knew too much of the Deſign to miſs any Suc] 
Opportunity to extricate myſelf from the ich- 
pending Woe, and therefore found Means to of, 
eſcape, the Night before I was to be carried 


ang 


[2] 
on Board, for which great Neglect in Pr--2, 
Mr. Sh--f, his Maſter, thought fit to diſ- 
charge him from his Service; the next Day, 
and he now lives at Bath. ' How far- Mr. 


Sh--ff, or any one, can reconcile this Pro- 
ceeding, to the Character of a Good Man or 


a Chriſtian, the World will judge x but as the 
Poet lays, 


T, 0 jc Po 4 Honour is the Private Station, 


T is not impoſlible but Mr. Sbreff — 
by this Means effectually to rivet my Oppreſ- 
for his moſt Obedient; but it Was the Saying 
of a truly Wiſe Perſon, that he had rather 


be Wretched without a F w. than 2 
4 with a Crime. | | 
| Bur theſs were not all the. Steps enuf to 
accompliſh this good: Dęſign, Writs were ab- 
ſolutely ſued out and diſpatched to all the 
Sea- port Towns, to prevent my getting off. 
Such implacable Malice in a Father to his 
OWN Sox, I believe was never before heard 


„of. My Mother's Family were ſo incenſed 
E at 


. When impious Men bear Suuay, 
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at my Father's ungenerous Behaviour, they 
would not ſuffer her to countenance what 
they looked upon to be a living Monument 
of the Diſgrace; aid my Mother being fince 
married to another Gentleman, it was the leſs 
to be expected, but my Father was under no 
ſuch Reſtrictions ; he was the Author of my 
Being, under God, and were the Conſequences 
of his own Ad ever ſo fatal, I was not to be 
blamed ; nor can the Family Inveteracy be 


any Cauſe for attemplung my Deſtruction ! 
which it is now too obvious was the Drift ; 


or, Why was not I permitted to ſeek. an ho- 


neſt Livelihood when in a Way to have done 


extremely well in Dublin? and why were all 
theſe Meaſures taken to obſtruct my going to 


my Unele ? But it ſufficiently appearing it 


was not my Father's Intention I thould have 
any Being, I ſhall proceed to relate his fur- 
ther Conduct, and leave the World to form 
their Judgment from the Facts. 


2 HAavinG thus eſcaped, I immediately took 
2 private Lodging, at Mr. Charles Gordon's.in 


Wine Street, the better to ſecure myſelf from 


all future * and determined pub- 
| liſhing 


the 


OU 
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lining my Caſe forthwith, in Hopes i it would 
be a Means of raiſing me up ſome Friend, 
vho might be able to protect me againſt ſach 
plors: But this Intention of mine, reach- 
ing my Father's Ears, he ſent one Mr, Grace, 
a Surgeon in that City, (one of the People 
called Prakers) to found me upon it, and diſ- 
covering ſuch was my real Defign, he in- 
formed me that if I perſiſted, and publiſhed 
my Caſe, I ſhould be immediately thrown into 
Newgate, and ſent abroad where I ſhould ne- 
ver more be heard of : But finding his Threats 
not altogether ſufficient for his Purpoſe, he 
added an Offer of Six Guineas, if I would 
fien an Inſtrument not to do it, and depart 
this City immediately ; which the Fear of 
falling a Sacrifice to ſome of theſe baſe and 
unwarrantable Deſigns, induced me to com- 
ply with, 


Bring by Means of this Eſcape reſtored 
to my Freedom, I began to ruminate upon 
the Dangers I had eſcaped ! My Father's reſt- 
jeſs Cruelty ! and my Brother's baſe Behavi- 
our; keeping myſelf as ſecure as poſſible, 
from any further Attempts againſt me, till I 

E 2 had 
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had determined how to proceed. It was at n 
laſt my Reſolution to addreſs my Father, and a 
by a dutiful Submiſſion endeavour till to M + 


| ſoften his Reſentment ; and as it was his De- f 
ſign to ſend me abroad, I thought it not im- 
| poſſible to-procure His Conſent to indent me < 
to a Perſon of my own choofing, naturally ima- 
gining, if he meant not to deſtroy me, he c 
could not object to this reaſonable Propoſal, M 
which I intended making to him in the mot 
dutiful me ſubmiſſive Manner, 


WII theſe Reſolutions I ſet out for Lon- 
don, where I had not been long arrived (and 
before I could put them into Practice) I was 
apprehended upon the laſt Bond for Six Hun- 
dred and Twenty Pounds, and by Virtue of 
an Execution thereupon, was immediately 
hurried away to Newgate : This Proceeding at 
once daſhed all my Hopes, an d ſunk me into 
the greateſt Depth of Deſpair. However, 
being a little recovered from my Confuſion; c 
finding myſelf deſtitute of every Thing but 2 
Bread and Water; I ſtill entertained Thoughts c 
of purſuing my laſt Intentions, and not being 


; conſcious of "_ committed any Act de- 
| ſerving 


LES 
ſerving the unparalleled Cruelties inflited on 


me, I could not totally decline all Hopes of 


a Mitigation of my Miſeries ; and therefore 
addreſſed my Father in ſeveral Letters, the 
following 38 an Aba from one of them | 


* A Dmit Sir, I * offended: you, 5 that 
my Conduct has been highly blame- 
able, (which from a ſincere Compunction 


of Heart, with the deepoſt Contrition, I 


* here acknowledge) ſtill Sir, as ſuch Errors 
© were the mere Effects of my Youth and 
* great Diſtreſs, they cannot ſurely deſerve 
* ſuch rigorous Treatment. If my Offence, 
Sir, has the Aggravation of being againſt 
* my own Father, let the filial Remorſe I 

now feel on that Account, find a Father's 


* Forgiveneſs ; that I am your own Son, Sir, 


Lady than your Couzin Miſs Clare N----t, 
which I muſt own you did me the Honour 
publickly to avow before Mr. Juſtice Fiela- 
ing. Permit me then, Sir, once more to 
lay my Miſeries at your Feet, imploring 
* your Pardon and Compaſſion ; ſhut not 


* your Care againſt the Cries of your own 
0 Offspring ; 


o 
* you ever acknowledged, and by no leſs a 
c 


TY 

— Ofppring; let my Youth plead in my Be. 
© half for Pity ; let leſs than my abſolute De- 
* ftruQion atone for my paſt Errors : Call 
© to Mind I beſeech you, my honoured Fa- 
*.ther! the Miſeries-of your own Son, pe- 
* riſhing in Newgate / Think upon the 
Length of my Confinement, conſider the 
* Seaſon of the Year, and deny not Mercy 
to him who will cheerfully accept Liberty, 
and obey your Commands to go to any Part 
of the World, you ſhall defire, and make 
it his chief Ambition by every future Acti- 
on, to regain your Favour. There ate 
Forces daily going abroad, and Officers are 
wanting, let me then intreat you, Sir, en- 
© able me to teſtify the Duty I owe you, by 
© getting me a Commiſſion. I am ſorry, 
Sir, if my inſupportable Diſtreſſes ever ob- 
© liged me to Steps that reflected the leaſt 
Diſhonour on your Name, but Neceflity 
will overcome Inclination, for Hunger is. a 
troubleſome Creditor, and will not be de- 


— 
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Sir, 1 here, on the Knees of my very Soul, 
crave your Pardon, and do aſſure you, there 
is no Advantage I can hope, from the Pub- 

«© lication 


£ - 


nied ; but for every Act diſpleaſing to you, 


[33] 


tication of my Caſe, wall be ſo acceptable 
to me, as a Reſtoration to your "Favour, ' 
therefore I beg for God's Sake, Sir, you'll 


let Humanity once more regain its wonted 


A 


Seat in your Breaſt, and deign to look up- 
© on me not as a Sow only, but as a Son who 


has ſo juſt a Senſe of his paſt Miſeonduct, 


and your Goodneſs, that he will devote e- 


very Hour of his future Life, to merit the 
Continuance of your Favour. A finer Op- 


portunity than the preſent can never offer, 
I have Youth on my Side, Sir, and wiſh for 
nothing more than Occaſion to W 
8 eee ou Sc: 5 11501 

Sabin the ſarge Tis ime S' was ** ads 
ing to my Father for Mercy, fore anonymous 
Friend addrefled the Publick in my Behalf; 
in the Londoz Evening, about the 27th of 
July laſt, in the following: Letter, ſigned 
VERITAS, "_ Mg S return =p hn 
Thanks. 


= the. 8 


f Eur Addrefs I read in your Paper | 


in Behalf of the DiJtreſſed;, gives me 
© no * Pleafure, in Hopes by cke fame 
. * Channel, 


: 
: 
14 
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Channel, they may reach the Knowledge 
aof thoſe, who have a Heart to commiſerate, 


and a Purſe to relieve; the Rithy- Sir, we 


daily experience to have many Friends, the 
© Wretched, few; and though we are all Fel- 
< low Creatures of the ſame Creator, and are 
told a Cup of cold Water given the Afficted, 
ſhall not be forgotten, yet how frequently 
© do we read of miſerable Objects expiring in 


© the open/Streets, for Want, without any 
Notice, except that of a Beadle, who in- 


duſtriouſly drives them into a neighbouring 
Fariſh, to ſave his own the Expence of bu- 
crying: And if by Chance the Crowd ga- 
© thered on ſuch ſad Occaſions, induces a 
© Man of Affluence to ſtop his Chariot, and 
£ enquire into the Cauſe, with what Precipi- 
tancy does he again reſume his lolling Poſ- 
ture, go on, and forget it. But it is not 

© my Intention now to treat upon the various 
« Diſtrefles of Mankind, much has been ſaid 
© on the Subject by abler Hands; Ionly take 
© up my Pen to relate a Fact, the very Re- 
collection of which makes me ſhudder. EF 
had Occaſion the other Day, to viſit an un- 


x * fortunate Friend in Newgate, who was there 
« confi ned 


* 


* * N A A * * PY ? 1 


8 
confined for Debt. Among the Nutahet' of 


unhappy Perſons I then. 8 0 particy- 


larly commanded my Attention ; ae g ppear-, 
ed to me a Youth about Twenty-two c or. 
Twenty-three Years of Age. The Dejec- 
tion of his Countenance, and the ſtrong Em- 
blems of Diſtreſs, that in varigus Shapes 
were too manifeſt to eſcape my Notice, 


would not ſuffer me to refrain aſking ſome 


| Particulars of his Caſe; Good God! How. 
was I confounded. to hear his own Father, 
now enjoys an Eſtate of many Thouſands a 
Vear; that his Mother was his F ather on 
Couſin, and Daughter of a Gentleman: in 
Treland, of Two Thouſand Five Hundred 
Pounds per Annum; that he was confined 
at his Father's Suit for a Debt of many 
Hundred Pounds; that this is the third 


Time in the 'two Kingdoms, his Father 


has thus immured him; that he is not al- 
lowed one Penny by him, but on the con» 
trary his Caſe was no better than the greateſt 
Want. Shocked to the higheſt Degree, I 
had ſcarce Power to believe it, till my Friend 
gave me inconteſtible Proofs of the Vera, 
city of this fad Relation. I went on ſtill 
k * further, and enquired, Did he ever apply 
F * for 


\ 
— — 


= 
— — _ 


136.1 


for his Diſcharge? and was told Ves, ma- 


6V . , dd So PO OS, 


Lo 


* 


ny Times to no Purpoſe, his Father (if ſo 
he can be called) giving for Anſwer, he 
would not diſcharge him on any Terms 


whatever, though at the ſame Time he is 


not inſenfible of all he ſuffers, and that his 
only Allowance is Bread and Water. His, 


Father, no Doubt, aſſigns ſome Cauſe for 
confining him, but how can he aſſign any 
one for ffarving him? He wrote him a 
Letter the other Day (which I got the Pe- 
ruſal of) and in that, he in the moſt pe- 
nitential, pathetick Manner, implored his 
Pardon for all Offences, and beſeeched a a 
Reſtoration to his Favour, offered to ſpend 
his Days in any Clime, in any Manner he 
ſhould think proper, would he but make a 


reaſonable Proviſion for him: But ! deaf to 


his Remorſe, unaffected by his Calamities, 
ſtill he perſiſts in his cruel Perſecution : Has 


this unwary Youth offended him ? Yes, he 


owns he has! Yet ſuch Offences were the 
mere Effects of his Touth and great Difreſs! 
And why will not that Atonement, that 
ſincere Repentance, and Return to a duti- 
ful Diſpoſition towards his Father, procure 
* him that Mercy from his Earth, lv Parent, 
| which 


37 
which he is not denied (in the like Caſe) by 
his Heavenly one ! Tis the Neceſſity, not the 
Merit of the Afiifed, we ought to regard 
and if he is blameable, let us giye to Hu- 
nanity; tis a deplorable Caſe to be immured | 
live, and periſhing ! Who can conceive 


; faid to know no Friend! no Relation! 
o Juſtice! no Right! Sc. Sc. Then let 
he Tender and Humane, reflect on the ſad 
-1dition of the periſhing Captive ;- let the 
2ard-bearted Father think of his Son, and 
hink of an Hereafter. If BENEVOLENCE 
the moſt ſocial of all Virtues (and ſurely 
tis) here is an Opportunity, not a common 
ne, to gratify that amiable Di poſition.” In 
opes, therefore, that there are yet ſe 
hoſe Bowels of Compaſſion, may yearn 
or this real Object of their "Charity, and 
hat being denied the Father, the Friend, 
ad even the Humane, | in his owN PARENT, 
e may, find it in Tux PuBLick: And 
hat a Life thus endangered by the molt * 
nheard of Cruelty, may be ſnatched from 
minent Deſtruction, the fole Attempt of 
Is UNNATURAL FATHER. 


Tam, SIR, &c. VERITAS. 
F 2 © This 


he Miſeries of thoſe who want! Hunger 5 


(-38. }, 
Tuts compaſſionate, . generous Addreſi 
had the following Effect. My Father's of: 
done Agent, in Pater-Ng o/ter-Row, to inge 
tiate himſelf the more in my Father's Favour 
| immediately flew to the Printer, with whon 
he induſtriouſly employed the Menaces of th 
Lay, to deter him from publiſhing, any mo! 
Addreſſes i in Behalf of ſo wretched a Pero 
and the next Morning, not being willing 
appear himſelf in ſo melancholy a Plate 
2 ſo a: iſcommendable an Errand, he mph 
an Old Bailey Solicitor, pretty notorim 
attacked me, with the civil Queſtion, 8 
Did you put that Letter in the London Eve 
ing Poſt laſt Saturday, ſigned Veritas? Þ 
as the Meſſengers was as ſcandalous as 
Exrand, I left him to find out an Anſive 


this Queſtion, and can only admire the Ju 
ment of my Father's Agent, who ce al 


puty ſ 1 ſuitable to Such Bal . 


f But this G was not all, at l 
Time made againſt me, for I had juſt bel 
then applied to an Author (not. more fam 
for his genteel Behaviour to every Body, 
Literary Productions, than for his readil 
to lend his * to relieve the Diſtr efſed) 


139%] 
laid before him the Farticulars of my Caſe, 


and intreated his ; compaſſionate Aſſiſtance. It 
was but a very ſhort, Tims after, I Was fa 
voured with a Letter from him, informing 
me, © That he he hoped would excuſe his ta- 
a king Time to enquire into the Circum- 
a ſtances, of my Stary, which he found tobe 
true; but ſhould not ſcruple. to add, I had 
been guilty; of ſome Indiſcretions; Hows 
ever, he would ſerye me all he could, and 
© belieyediit would be in his Power, but beg 
ged I would take no publick Step, till he 
8 he lam me, which would be in a Day or 
two.. n ren Mee 0 
Newgate... 0077 Sd JOrr Din * bib 2 


Furs Mine in a hi Name, w Was 
proof, with me, he Had made Tome Inquiry, 


as it was my Mother's Chtiſtian Name, Wich 


I had not mentioned in my Letter to him. 


Some. Time clapfed before 1 heard again 


from this Gentleman, and adhering ſtrictly 


to his Requeſt of taking no publick Step till 


1 faw him, made me not a little uneaſy; la- 
bouring under the diſagreeable Circumſtances 
of real Want, and being unwilling to addreſs 
ANY one for Relief, before 1 knew his Anſwer, 
| which, 
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which, by his" Seryint,” he informed me, 
would not be long: N Bur" at len gth 1 received 
à Letter from him, acquiintin Z me, he had 

© endeavoured to ſerve me to the utmoſt of 
© His Power, but that Mr. N aſſured him 
under his Hand, I was not his Jon, and 
© fent Perſons to give him fach Accounts; 
among others, Mr. Cx. Then goes on, 
1 In this Caſe, Sir, what can Ido? 

Where the Truth is Doubtful, it muſt be- 
come me to be ſilent: But here I have on- 
cy your Word in your own Cauſe, and that 
of Others to contradict it. J am ſorry” my 
Situation will not permit me to be generous ; 

© if it did, you ſhould not be without the Ef- 
«* fet of it; for whatever is the Caſe, I am 
« ſenſible no one is more to be pitied. 1 am 
c with real Concern, 5 


Sir, your v. very . Sue 


Directed to Robert Nugent, Eſq; Maſter 
Debtors Side, Newgate. 


I fincerely hope this good Gentleman, nor 
any one will blame me for this Recital; as it 
at once diſplays the utmoſt Gentroſity and 
Humanity i in him, and the Virulence of my 


Father and his faithful Agent: But though 
< theſe 
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heſe extraordinary Steps might put ſame Stop 


to the charitable Intentions of Perſons towards 
e, they ſeldom produce any Conviction ;. on 
he Contrary, theſe, Methods uſed to preju- 
lice the World againſt me, naturally lead e- 
ery one to conclude, my Enemies, them 
elves, are convinced of the Injuſtice of their 


ranſactions; and that ſuch was the Opinion, 


pf this Gentleman, is obvious from the Te- 
or of his Letter; in the Firſt he honeſtly, 


onfeſſes, he finds, upon Enquiry, the Cir- 


ar he traced it, is teſtified by ſuperſcribing 
y Mother's Chriſtian Name (a Circumſtance 
e knew not from me) In the /af, though a 
Reſtraint ſeems to be laid upon his Pen, ſtill 
aſtice, Generofity and. Compaſſion, appear to 


e of the Applications to him; is. ſorry he 


eſſes, no one is more deſerving of Pity ;..and 
ll this, after the Efforts of my Father, his 


heſe are not all the Inſtances of this Gen- 
eman's Caution, not to countenance too far 
ieſe dark Proceedings; for in his ſecond Let- 
er, having in his Hurry, after the Word Per- 

_ ſons 


DTT ad 


umſtances of my Story to be true, and how 


etain their Seats in his Mind. He informs 


annot alleviate my Diſtreſs; and till con- 


1 60 Agent, and the occafional Witneſſes; but 
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ſons (meaning thofe fent to him) added * 
Words of Credit, he was particularly care- 
ful to ſtrike them out, doubtleſs, not thinking 
they were . I ſhalt now moft gratefully re- 
turn my Thanks to this Gentleman for his 
Candonr and Compaſſion, and beg his Pardon 
for theſe few Remarks, which Fam perſuaded 
cannot offend him. And to my Father's Vig- 
my Solicitor, I muſt beg leave to obſerve, 2 
Honeſty is the preateſt ( Ornament to a Pro- 
feſſor of the Law, ſo Humanity is the hagh- 
eft Honour to our Nature ; ; he is but a young 
Man as well as myſelf, and though he may 
be too much above the World af preſent, to 
ſtand in need of others Compaſſion, he is 

not too elevated to afford it to them that do 2 
he knows my Father is not inſenſible I. an n 
his Son; his firſt Clerk, when he came ti th. 


ſee me in Newgate, could not talk in ſuchſÞ P,. 
Strains, for.he knows the contrary ; therefore] the 
it will be well for him to conſider, that to do up 
Juſtice ; to deal fairly ; to bear Good Will oo 


to practiſe Beneficence ; to ſuccour the Afflicti cal 
ed; and to relieve the Neceſſitous; is agree tag 
able to our Nature, and the neceſſary Proots 

of a good Man and a Chriſtiad, "and. Hang 
, always gains a good Report, and Jaſtice a gt 


ner, 


T4] 
wt Efteem. No Man is more in Dan- 
ger of the Ftowns of an adverſe State, than 
hoſe who are 00 proud under a proſperous 
Condition, for * Want is only the Scorn of 
« Wealthy Fools. 15 

I SHALL now leave my Father, and this /;#- 
le worthy Gentleman fully employed in block. 
ing up every Avenue by which they imagined 
I could receive the leaſt Aſſiſtance. Whilſt 
this Buſineſs was carrying on in London, m 
miſerable Condition, had reached the Ears of 
the Charitable and Humane in Briſtol, among 
whom in September laſt, I procured ſome 
printed Bills to be diſperſed, imploring their 
Commiſeration ; but alas ! the Oppreſſion of 
a poor, impriſoned, periſhing Youth, was 
now become a Matter of ſuch Importance; 
that a malignant Party ready to facrifice the 
Peace and Happineſs of a Fellow Creature to 
their own /initer Ends and Ambition, ſtarted 
up againſt me, with a certain temporizing Le- 
vite at their Head ; who with all the Impla- 
cability of Perſonal Reſentment, left no Stra- 
tagem of malicious Defamation unemployed ; 
hunted me as a common Enemy, and the 
Misfortunes of my and the Follies 
of my Youth, were not only expoſed to the 
G World, 
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World, with every Failure of my Conduct, 
but every baſe Inſinuation carefully added to 
perfect their Inhumanity; my good Friend 


the Rabbi eminently diſtinguiſhing himſelf 
in this /audable Procedure. He immediately 
ſent an Account above, of the Diſtribution of 
theſe Hand-Bills, and the great Danger there 
was of the Effect it might have on the Minds 
of the good Chriſtians in that City. But cer 
the yigilant Doctor received an Anſwer, a 

Spirit of Charity ſeemed univerſally to diſco- 


ver itſelf, Pity and Compaſſion pleaded in my 
Behalf, and my Father's Cruelty met with fo 


general a Deteſlation, that a Subſcription was 
reſolved upon in my Favour. 

Jus r as this pious Deſign was going to * 
put in Execution, and the Gentlemen were 
aſſembled together at the Coffee-Houſe for 
that Purpoſe, this buſy Prieſt entering the 
Room, deſired the Attention of the Compa- 
ny to what he had to relate. Then drew 
from his Pocket a Letter juſt arrived from his 
Maſter, wrote more in the Spirit of a Turkiſh 
Baſhaw than of a Britiſh $-n-t-r, and more 
adapted to a Country of Slaves than a Free- 
People, which was to aſſure the Publick, 
© that Mr. N---- was not my Father, that I 

© was. 
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© was the Son of a favourite Servant of his, 


and no Ways related to him; that this Ser- 


« yant applied to him to get his Child appren- 
* ticed out; that upon his enquiring to what 
* Buſineſs, I liked an Apothecary ; that by 
his Means and Intereſt, I was apprenticed 
* out to an Apothecary accordingly ; that I 
run away from this Place; that I had gone 
by the Names of Plunkett and Friburgh, 
* and when I came to Newgate in London, 
] aſſumed the Name of Nugent; that I had 
© applied to Roman Catholicks his irrecon- 
© cileable Enemies, and by a Story well told, 
© had deceived many ; that upon the Requeſt 
* of Capt. Hamilton, IJ was in his Majeſty's: 
© Service ; that I was ſuch a Villain as to be- 
© have ill in every Station; that through a 
© Defect in the Law, I could not be com- 
© mitted upon the Vagrants Ac, but was up- 
* on a Bond and' Judgment, as the Juice 
© propoſed.” Then this Reverend Gen- 
tleman harangued the Company on the hei- 
nous Intention of ſubſcribing a Trifle for the 
Relief of a poor, ſtarving Priſoner : But he 
would do well to conſider, how much it in- 
dicates the Rancour of a Jew, or even the 
Malice of a BELZEBUB (the Title he lately 
G 2 ſub⸗ 


ſcribed himſelf by) to do no Good himſelf, and 


diſſuade others from doing it. 

HOwWRVRR, theſe Charges, ſo poſitively 
brought againſt me (for that Time) ſuſpended 
the intended Subſcription, which gave no ſmall 
gatisfaction to the indu/trious Doctor; but as 


theſe Proceedings were not done in a Corner, 
they were quickly known in London, and 


being diſcourſed of in a publick Company, a 
Gentleman then preſent, determined ſeeing me 


upon it, which he accordingly did ; and look- 


ing upon theſe accumulated Injuries to a de- 


fenceleſs young Man, as truly deſerving the 
Aſſiſtance of every Enemy to Oppreſſion, he 
afterwards, at my Requeſt, anſwered the Re- 


verend Doctor, in * e Letter. 


5 Bat 
PH E hiph Regard [ entertain for: your 
* hded Order, lays me under no {mall 
© Difficulty, when I purpoſe addreſſing my- 
ſelf to you upon what really appears to me 


<in ſo diſagreeable a Light; had I not the 


© ſtrongeſt Proofs, I ſhould be inclined to diſ- 
© believe it, It is a Charge againſt you, Sir, 
* no leſs than doing the greateſt Injury to one 
* who never offended you, and at the Expence 


: of Truth, aa and Humanity | There- 
| fore 


1 
fore the Duty I owe to Gop, and Mankind 
in General, a Love for Juſtice, and a Ha- 
© tred to Tyranny, obliges me to point out 
* to you, the Wrong you have done, and in 
* how great a Degree you haye been an In- 
ſtrument to oppreſs t che Oppreſſed. | 
* FROM your F unction, 2 you'll think 
me not unreaſonable, if I ſay I have the 
« oreateſt Right to expect, not only Truth and 
« Juſtice, but Compaſſion, Mercy and Chriſti- 
an Charity. We are not to think the Frowns 
«© of a Man in Power ſafficient to terrify, or 
© his Smiles to allure us to be cruel or unjuſt, 
but if I have a right Conception of Things 
* (if not, pardon me) we are commanded to 
* do as we would be done by, which I take to 
* be a Precept engraven on every Man's Heart. 
I ſhall now proceed to the CHarce. I was 
done (with ſeveral others) at a much fre- 
quented Coffee-Houſe near the Rayal Ex- 
change, where, among other Diſcourſe re · 
* lative to your City, and its M-mb-rs, the 
© Caſe of a young Gentleman, {aid to be the 
© Son of one of them, and now confined and 
* periſhing in Newgate,, by his Father's Pro- 
© curement, was brought ppon the Carpet. 
His Diſtreſſes were pit Jed, and his unnatural | 


© Treatment 


l 7 eatment” uni werſally condemned; but as 1 
© had been pretty much from Town myſelf, 
© and not perfectiy acquainted with the Cafe, 


© (which they ſeemed to repreſent as rocking 
© fo Humanity) I craved the Favour of the 


Relation, and Was indulged, and am con- 


© ſtrained to ſay, that of all the Proceedings 
2 remember to have read or heard of in this 


Nation (and too many fad Inſtances Have 
been) I can't recollect any that exceeds this 
* Young Gentleman' s in unnatural Cruelty, 
and to find a Man of Mr. T-----r's Charac- 


ter, officiouſly acting a principal Part, in the 


© Tragical Scene, ſeemed extremely odd, and 


to depreciate not a little from his Merit. 
© THAT this unhappy Young Gentleman is 


© now in the greateſt Want on the Common 
© Side of Newgate, I took the Trouble to ſa- 
* tisfy myſelf by Ocular Demonſtration, I 
« ſaw him, converſed with him, and "muſt 
© own, he deſerves not only mine, but eve- 
« ry Man's real Pity, for give me Leave to 
© add, I uſed every Art I was Maſter of, to 
« diſtinguiſh Truth from Falſebood in the Cir- 
c * cumſtances of his Relation, and have no 


1 dir, 


F * to doubt its Authenticity, Now, 
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« Sir, in Reſpee to yourſelf on what * pate 
« at the Coffee Houſe. 

Ir was afferted and INES maintained, 
that you had undertook to advance, for 
Reaſons beſt known to yourſelf (chough ta 
, perhaps not unfathomable) . 


© THAT this Young Gentleman Was 
© not : any Relation to Mr. „ e N 


2. THAT he was bound Apprentice to a an 


* Apothecary, run away, and loſt his Place. 
3. Tur he was in the Army, but by the. 


© Depravity of l. his Nature, forfeited, or made 
0 1 with his Commiſſion; _ 

Ta he had applied to Roman Catho- 
: 1 mY and by an artful Story, well told, had 
© deceived many of that Church. 

5. Tuar he was carried before a Juſtice 
but not committed through ſome Defect i in 
the Law.” | 

© SEVERAL other False were he thoſe Y 

Gentlemen laid 70 your Account, which at 

preſent I will omit, and only ſpeak. to thoſe 

I have enquired into, which is what 1 greatly 

fear you have not, though a Step quite eſſen- 

tial to forming a right Judgment of Thin 85. 

3 Pray, Sir, as to the firſt, If he i is not. 

Mr.. Me- 8 Relation, Why did he educate 

him 


© ſhould not be literally true, or ſuppoſe they 
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him at Mt. Fugens Academy in Dublin, 
« part of which Time his other Son was Co- 
temporary with him ? | 
| © Tf he was no Relation, how came he to 
put him Apprentice to ati Apothecary, or 
get him a Commiſſion in the Army, which 


: * through the Depravity of his Natire, you 
«© ſay he forfeited. Theſe are natural Queſti- 


Ons if we deſire to arrive at TRUTH ; as al- 
© ſo who that Apothecary was, and in whoſe 
Regiment he bore ſuch Commiſſion. 

« But ſay you, he was in the Army, by the 
© Intereſt of one Capt. Hamilton, a Perſon be 
© never ſaw, or has the leaſt Knowledge of ; ſo 


© that admitting theſe. Circumftances to be 


© true, we mult join you indeed, in thinking 
© his Nature very depraved, that he ſhould 
© have two ſuch generous Friends, not related 


© to him, and one an intire Stranger, who 


« ſhould have his Intereſt ſo highly at Heart, 
© thus Elimoſinarily to ſerve him, and he not 
© know how to value their Favours. 


But ſuppoſe, Doctor, theſe Aſſertions 


© are in no ſingle Circutnſtatice ſo, but the 
c * moſt aborginable Falſhoods ever Uttered, 
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© rity ; the Father's Aſſertion no Argument, 
© becauſe he is a Party, and no ſenfible Man 
in judging, deviates from the golden Maxim, 
Audi alteram partem. 


Tux, Doctor, let me tell you, the are 


© abſolute Falſhoods, from the Beginning to the 
End; and when it is conſidered, againſt 
* whom they are calculated and propagates, 
Words cannot figure the Heinouſneſs of the 


Crime, either in the Compoſer or the Vend- 


er, and ſorry am I to hear it ſhould be laid 


to the Charge of a Divine of the Church 


* of England. It is poor Chriſtianity, Doctor, 
to blame Nature for a Fault hat never exiſt- 
* ed, the more effectually to prevent Relief 


agreeable to the Doctrine of Chriſt? whoſe 
Miniſter you are! Whoſe Precepts you 
© ought to obey ! Whoſe Example you ought 


to follow and promote; you cannot fay it 


is! He was the Priſoners Friend, for he 
« viſited them: He promiſes not to forget the 
© ſmalleſt Office to the Neceſitous : He has 
not commanded us to join the Father's In- 
© humanity to the Son: His Delight is Mercy, 
* and he that ſays he loves God, and loves not 
H His 


Excuſe; common Fame can be no Autho- _ 


Is this 


—— x 


1 
* his Brother is a Liar. Miniſters of God, 
© Sir, ſhould not be Engines of Perſecution | 
c Mercenary Tools ! Or, Seekers of ena 
Preferment at any Rate. 
But to proceed, Sir, to your next Aſſer- 


tion; That he applied to Roman Catho- 
* licks, told an artful Story, and deceived ma- 
c ny. 

© You do not tell us what he 1 for; 
indeed you need not, for admitting it to be 
Fact, it will be concluded, it was for Sup- 
port. A. great Crime it mult be allowed tru- 
ly. And ſo becauſe a miſerable young Gen- 


© tleman, loaded with all the Calamities an 


c unnatural Parent (from an opprefſive Diſpo- 
© ſition) can invent, will not out of Complai- 
« ſance to his cruel Tyranny, ſubmit to ſtarve, 
but accepts Relief from the Charitable and 


Humane, who happen to be Roman Ca- 


« tholick Chriſtians (for you will not ſay there 
* are none ſuch.) Muſt a Miniſter of the 
the Church of England, to teſtify his reli- 
gious Zeal, uſe every Art the Depravity of 

© his Nature can ſuggeſt, to demonſtrate his 
Want of Chriſtian Love, Charity, and à due 
« Senſe of his holy Office? Muſt he baniſh 
© Truth and Compaſſion, unſheath the Sword 
© of 
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o Vengeance, ſally out to the Coffee-Houſe; 
« ſtop the charitable Subſeript/on deſigned, and 
© 1&tually carrying on, to alleviate the Diſ- 
« trefles of a periſhing Captive ; and thus An- 
. ti2Chri/*10ns Hero-like, eftabliſh a Pretence 
© to the Father's Intereſt, by the Sacrifice 
« of the Son, and tell the Lord, Fengeance is 
© mine, and nor thine, and I will repay it. 

But, Doctor, grant me your Patience, a 
glüttle further, I only mean to open your 
Eyes in a friendly Manner, and therefore 
* truſt you will bear with me, and receive my 
© Endeavours with all the Warmth of a fin- 
cere Thankfulneſs. 

Lo ſay he was carried before Juſtice 


* Fielding, and through a Deficiency in the 


* Law could not be committed. This Arti- 
* fice 1s the only one, that has the leaſt Cir- 
cumſtance of Truth in it, though but in 
Part neither; yet, again, unfortunately for 


* you, I fear it will not do you much Honour. 
That he was carried before Juſtice Feld- 


ing is allowed, but à Deficiency in the Law 
* was not the Cauſe of his 20 Commitment, 
* aad that I cannot help thinking you know, 
though another Reaſon. is honeftly afligned, 

* you do not, J will tell you; Juſtice Freld- 


H2 . 
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© ing was aſhamed of the Proceeding, and he 
and all preſent, interceded with the Father 
© znſicad of committing him, to give him a 
* Sum of Money, and he then gave him Ten if « 
Pounds. What think you, Doctor, now, 
* of your Deficiency in the Law? But we 
* are now before the Juſtice, and as Provi- © 
* dence would have it, ſome Juſtice was then 
done this unfortunate Youth, in another WW * : 
* Reſpet. He was owned by his Father be- 
fore the Juſtice, and the reſt, not to be 4 
* Relation only, but to be his 8; the ſame 
was proved to the late Prince of Wales, 
* when he ordered Mr. Nr to do a Father's 
Part by him, and then out of his Royal 
* Clemency gave him a Purſe. How comes 
© he then, Doctor, to be alienated by you? 
© You cannot be inſenſible of the contrary of 
* what you aflert; for the Caſe is notorzous ; 
his Mother and her Relations, as well as the 
Father, own it, though not to his Father's 
Honour, as ſhe was his firſt Couſin, and the 
© Daughter of a Gentleman of Two Thou- B 
* ſand Five Hundred Pounds per Annum. 
« Certainly, Sir, you now ſee, how far you] is 
have erred, and, to ſpeak more favourably, n 


f how groſſly you have ſuffered yourſelf to * ti 
. | 5 | e 3 ; be 


55 J 


be impoſed upon; and you cannot be in- 
ſenſible of the Crime you have committed, 
in too eagerly eſpouſing as Truth, and o- 
mitting the neceſſary Enquiries into Stories, 
calculated for the moſt horrid Purpoſe. Let 
me appeal to your own Breaſt, can the 
« youthful Errors, of this miſerable young 
Gentleman, incur ſuch unheard of Cruelty 
gat his Father's Hands? Is nothing to ſatisfy 
his Reſentment, but the ab/olute Deſtruction 
* of his own Son? How diabolical muſt ſuch 
* a Diſpoſition be; Heaven itſelf, Sir, you 
know, expects only our Repentance for our 
Crimes, and ſhall the earthly Parent covet 
more; ſurely if you have been led to act an 
* unchriſtian Part, you will not delay making 
the beſt Retaliation in your Power. Man- 
kind has a Right to expect from your Sta- 
tion, nothing inconſiſtent with Mercy, 
Truth, and Juſtice: How commendable, 
* juſt, and right then would it be, Sir, for 
* you to employ your good Offices to heal a 
© Breach, attended with ſuch abborred Cirs 
* cumſtances. To join againſt the Oppreſſed, 
is the higheſt Inhumanity, and he that can- 
© not feel for another's Diſtreſſes, is no better 
than a living Stone; whilſt on the other 
Hand, 
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Hand, to do Acts of Tenderneſs and Mer- 2 


cy, and to become the Peace-maker, brings E 
* down a Bleſſing upon us. Conſider, Sir, A 
< we are Fellow-Creatures of the ſame Crea- 

tor, made of the ſame Mould, muſt crum- = 
« ble into the ſame Duſt, and that to be a A 


Dives here, only forfeits Heaven hereafter. 
Permit me then, Sir, to conjure you by 

the Duty you owe to God and Man; let 

vour utmoſt Endeavours henceforward be! 

* be doubled in Behalf of this undeſervedly, de- 

© plorably perſecuted Youth, and may God give 
* a Bleſſing to the Undertaking.” 


Tam, Sir, &c. VERITAS. 


P. 8. I am ſenſible that he is ready to ac- 
* cept his Liberty on any Terms his Father * 
* pleaſes, and I believe will whenever diſ- 
charged, become a ſober Man. | 


Turs Letter one would have imagined, 
would have had a good Effect upon any one, 
not dead to / Senſe (of Shame) but I never ſove 

found it had any upon the Good Doctor, for 

_ when I] afterwards ſeconded it with a Letter, | Du 

expreſſing the greateſt Senſe of Duty to my] m) 
Father, Concern at his Diſpleaſure, and Reſ-· re 
2 | "rs pea 


EY 


= 
pect for himſelf, he very civilly returned it to 
me under Cover, to put me to a double Charge; 
however, this Letter in my Behalf,” again re- 
vived the good Intentions of the Publick, to 
relieve my Diſtreſs, and was thought a ſuffi- 
cient Vindication by all, except thoſe concern- 
ed in the Charge: The Doctor indeed, it 
eems, ſtormed, raved and threatened in a moſt 
frantick Manner ; though I believe every one 
Fnuſt confeſs it wrote with all the Reſpect, 
Neekneſs and Chriſtian Charity due to the 
ccaſion. Indeed the trifling Circumſtance 
"bf my being the Son of a favourite Servant, 
; totally omitted by him, poſſibly for theſe 
geaſons, that the contrary appears too evi- 
ent from various Teſtimonies, to need a par- 


wee lar Denialef it, for it is abſolutely as falſe 
" die ; ridiculous, and therefore thoſe baſe Pro- 
r di- 


dings appearing in their true Light, Com- 
aſſion began to raiſe its Head again, and by 
\gined, e charitable Aſſiſtance of that Subſcription, 
ay one, (vas kept from periſhin g, and at length re- 
I neverſſoved from my grievous Situation, to the 
tor, {01 ef Priſon, where I now am. 
Letter, | DURING theſe Proceedings with Reſpect 
to my] my Briſtol Benefactors, my Adverſaries 
nd Reſ-F'e not leſs vigilant in London : J wrote ſe- 
pect 2 „ 


I. 
* „ — —2—ꝛ 


1 1 Have long flattered myſelf, that my p: 


Hardſhips, would at leaſt have procure 
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veral reſpectful Letters to my F ather, in Or- 


der to move his Compaſſion, and encloſed 
them to my worthy Friend in P- N---r- 
R., his Solicitor, who I endeavoured alſo 
to prevail upon to be humanely diſpoſed to- 
wards me, but the moſt I could procure was 
an Offer to indent myſelf to whom my Fa- 
ther pleaſed, for Five Years; to go where he 
pleaſed; and to have Five Pounds in Cloaths 1 
to equip me, and Five Pounds in Money, 
But I fancy my Readers will imagine I had 


full enough of my intended Voyage from 12 
Briſtol, to think of going I knew not where ; l 
nor bow, nor with. whom. Still becauſe | {: 

would give as little Room to blame my Con b 

duct as poſſible, and being pretty well ſur "A 
feited with Gaols, I wrote to my Father : | 
faid Solicitor, the following Letter abou} , © 


Chriſtmas laſt. os | 
| To Mr. C--x. 


81-8, 


tient Submiſſion. to my unparallele 


me ſome Alleviation of my Miſeries, by 
Remittance of my Father's Diſpleaſure 
but how far ſuch Diſpoſition has availed m 


c 


we (3 - 
loaf © my Continuance in this deplorable Situation, 
„too plainly ſpeaks. | 
1 6h When I laſt received Propoſals from my 

4 to. lf © Father, by your Clerk (now ſome Months 
ago) though they indeed were too hard 


"4 „to be complicd with, - I nevertheleſs ftill 
re be boped he would compaſſionate my Suffer- 


ths Wings, and enlarge his Terms: But I have not 
ſince heard from any one on that Head. 


I ba < TurrEFORE, Sir, I now take Leave to 
ll trouble you, entreating you to lay the fol- 
her; blowing Propoſals before my Father, Propo- 


== © als, Sir, which from their own Reaſona- 
Con bleneſs, and his Knowledge of my great 
| Gr} Afflictions, ] Hatter myſelf he cannot reject. 
ther! © YOUR Clerk propoſed to me my going 
** © abroad as an indented Servant, with Five 

© Pounds in Cloaths, and Five Pounds in Mo- 

* ney for my Equipment; but when the 


Length of Time, the common Decay of 
Apparel, &c, is conſidered, I truſt the In- 


a * ſufficiency of this Proviſion, is too obvious 
I © to rengder me blameable for declining my 
OCure 

„ by Acceptance of it. ö 


I therefore Sir, moſt humbly offer to my 
ed m Father, that he would be pleaſed to enlarge 
0 his intended Proviſion, in Proportion to the 

I | Ne- 


. 


4 = 
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SO] 

Neceſſity that muſt of Courſe ariſe from 
Time to Time in the Space of Five Vears, 
* and that I may be at Liberty to provide my- 
* ſelf with a Captain to be indented to, tho 
in what Trade he pleaſes. 

Tuts my moſt humble Requeſt, I flatter 
* myſelf will meet with a kind Compliance, 


as it muſt appear to every one, 700 reaſone- 
* ble to apprehend the contrary ; and there- 
fore not being more ſolicitous to put an End 


© to my heavy Afflictions, than to prevent the 
© Town's further Entertainment with the un- 
© happy Differences between a Father and 
* $6n, moſt ardently defire you will not de- 
lay oommunicating this, my dernier Requeſt 
© to my Father, aſſuring him my future Con- 
duct in Life, ſhall fully demonſtrate I was 
not unworthy his Compaſſion and Forgive- 


 * neſs, but that all my Actions {hall be influ- 


© enced by the ſtrongeſt Ties of Duty and 
* Gratitude. I beg Sir, you will let me know 


your Anſwer, and believe me, 
| SIR Tour moſt Obedient Servant, 


Common Side 
f Newgate. 
P. 8. The Part, Sir, of a humane and 

« generous Interceſſor, is at all Times in itſelf 

a © to0 


ROBERT NUGENT, jun. 


Fat 
beg 
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too commendable, and in this particular 
Caſe, too obviouſly requiſite for me to ima- 


« gine you will need further Solicitation of 


* your good Offices, than an Afſurance they 
© will be highly acceptable, and ever grate- 
fully remembered by me. 


To this Letter, I never heard a Syllable nor 
to many others, in all which I endeavoufed 
never to give the leaſt Offence to my Fa- 
ther, for though my Sufferings have been 
intolerable, ſuch was the Induſtry of the 
Parties who buſied themſelves, poſſibly to 
procure Favour, that I really believe had no 

i Oifices been done between us, Things had 
been long ago reconciled, 

But inſtead of any Succeſs to this Letter 
the meſt vile, ſcandalous Stories were ſpread 
againſt me in every Coffee-Houſe, in order 
to prevent my receiving any Relief from an 
Addreſs lately printed in my Favour; and it 
was confidently reported, the Cauſe of my Fa- 


„Icher's confining me, was my ſtopping him, 


and demanding Fifteen Hundred Pounds of 
© him,” Believe this who can. I dare ſay my 
Father will not load-me with ſuch a Charge, 
becauſe it is falſe ; and I call upon any one to 

I'S: charge 


Perſons can be found wicked enough to give 


gainſt me without a Cauſe, yet can I ſay in my 


of my Mind) related the Subſtance of the ee 


Readers for this Treſpaſs on their Patience, 


Step, which irrefiſtible Neceſſity ( after all 
Endeavours to the contrary) at laſt obliged meſF Ge 


J 0 
charge me openty if they can, with ever vio. Pen 
lating the Laws of my Country; I only de- ver 
fire the Liberty of inſerting an Anſwer, if ge 
on, 
te 
n, a 
4 


me Occaſion. . And as to my good Friends, 
Mr. Sh---f, the Reverend Doctor, and the 
Solicitor, though great are their Crimes, and 


in the Words of the Pfalmiſt, The Mouth of om 
de Wicked, and the Mouth of tht Deceitful 
are opened againſt me, and they have ſpoke a- 


gainſt me with lying Tongues, and fought a- 


Heart, Lord reward them not according 16 
their Works. I doubt not where ſome latent 
Wickednefs is induſtriouſly concealed from 
the World, the Searcher of Hearts will baffle eir- 
all Arie, and every ſubtle e at Co- | 
louring over any black Deſign. age) 

Having thus in the beſt Stile and Method Ind al 
was Gable of (from the confuſed Situation have 


unhappy Difference between my Father and 
myſelf, I ſhall earneſtly beg Pardon of my 


and fincerely hope my Father will forgive a 


to, 
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o, and if any Expreſſions have eſcaped my 
vio- Pen, wanting that Reſpect (I hold) I ought 
yer to retain for my on Parent (be his U- 
ge to me ever ſo bad) J here crave his Par- 
jon, and ſolemnly aſſure him, it was not my 
tention by any Means to offend him here- 
a Reſtoration to his Favour being my high- 
& Ambition: ; and a Vindication of - myſelf 
om the vileſt Aſperſions, and darkeſt 'Suſ- 
oY together with a neceſſary Support, 
ing the Continuance of my Afflictione, 
e - mal of my Aim, by this Publication. 
Ind: if the other Gentlemen concerned in my 
| Popreſſion, think any Expreſſions, in regard 
them, too abrupt, I can but ſay it was not 
y Deſign to revile, but to convince them cf 
baffle þcir hard Treatment; and that I was too 
Co- feply immerſed in Miſety, to ſfudy foft Lan- 

Lage but I hope with Reſpect to them, 
hod I fþd all that I have had Occafion to ſpeak of, 
ation nave ſtuck to the Truth, at leaſt J am con- 
f the ent it was my Intention; and though ſach 
ay have been their Proceedings, as from an 
expected Publication, they may imagine 
ence, ſemſelves tottering on the Precipice of Diſ- 
give ace, Tiflatter myſelf T am not the more to 
or all ined for a Cobler will cry as loud with 
ed meff Gout, as a King with the Cholick. I 


2 
1 


£2 © , 
1 
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ny whoſe Delight is, to hear, pity, and tg 


T beg Leave to offer my humbleſt Supplies 


leaſt Humanity. 


' Conſolation, may yet have ſome 
| ſerve to brighten the Remainder of my Da 


| Warmth of a fincere Thankfulneſs, aa 
ledge any good Offices to that End. In 
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1 ſhall therefore comfort myſelf with Hope 
this Narrative may fall into the Hands of mal 


lieve the Diſtreſſes of Mankind. To all ſuch 


tions, earneſtly beſeeching their generous By 


tronage, not doubting but ſuch complicatil 
Cruelty, muſt create the greateſt Indignatial 
in the Breaſt 'of every one | endued with * 


Aer 
en 


4 


« Therefore, truſting that the 


and that he will raiſe me up Friends to ſoft 
my Sorrows. I ſhall beg leave to an 
Readers, that their Favours will be remal 
bered with never fading Gratitude, by 


moſt miſerable of Men. ; 4:5 it 


| * 
Fleet Priſon, 15. 30, 1755. 1 wy 


3 As I pray for nn 
than my Father's Favour, I ſhall with al 


mean Time, I hope that the Publick/(whl 
Child by Law I am dremed h wil not aband 
e rem r eie 
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